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Invasive Plants in Greater Vancouver 
 
 
 
Invasive plants are non-native or alien plant species capable of causing environmental or economic harm by disrupting 
native ecosystems, agricultural crops, or other managed landscapes such as roads or utility rights-of-way. The 
following diagram summarizes the invasion process, including increasing impacts and the decreasing likelihood of 
successful eradication with time, as well as the appropriate management actions associated with each phase. The 
GVIPC promotes the active management of invasive plant species in Greater Vancouver at all stages of the invasion 
process. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Diagram by Raincoast Applied Ecology and courtesy of the City of Coquitlam's Invasive Plant Strategy, 2008.) 
 
In Greater Vancouver, there are a number of invasive plants to be aware of, at various stages of invasion. Our current 
and potential most problematic invaders in the Metro Vancouver region are provided in three lists based on their 
progress in the invasion process: 
 
Established invasive plants  are widespread and abundant across the landscape. These plants are sometimes 
described as “naturalized” in the region though their impacts on natural areas are often great. Management is focused 
on reducing their impact at key sites and controlling further spread as successful eradication is unlikely. 
 

Canada thistle Cirsium arvense 
common morning-glory (syn. hedge bindweed) Convolvulus sepium 
English hawthorn (syn. common hawthorn) Crataegus monogyna 
Scotch broom Cytisus scoparius 
knotweed Fallopia species and hybrids (syn. Polygonum spp.) 
English ivy Hedera helix and Helix hibernica (and varieties) 
English holly Ilex aquifolium 
policeman's helmet (syn. Himalayan balsam) Impatiens glandulifera 
yellow flag iris Iris pseudacorus 
yellow lamium Lamiastrum galeobdolon (syn. Lamium galeobdolon) 
purple dead-nettle Lamium purpureum 
purple loosestrife Lythrum salicaria 
Eurasion water-milfoil Myriophyllum spicatum 
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reed canary grass Phalaris arundinacea 
creeping buttercup Ranunculus repens 
Himalayan blackberry Rubus armeniacus (syn. Rubus discolor) 
evergreen blackberry Rubus laciniatus 
European bittersweet Solanum dulcamara 
common tansy Tanacetum vulgare 

 
Emerging invasive plants  are currently found in isolated, sparse populations but are rapidly expanding their range 
within the region. Management is aimed at containing or eliminating populations and minimizing spread to new areas. 
Early detection and rapid response to new invaders can lead to their successful eradication. 
 

red maple Acer rubrum 
goutweed (syn. Bishop’s weed, ground elder) Aegopodium podagraria 
horse-chestnut Aesculus hippocastanum 
bugleweed Ajuga reptans 
wild chervil Anthriscus sylvestris 
butterfly bush Buddleja davidii 
diffuse knapweed Centaurea diffusa 
spotted knapweed Centaurea maculosa 
wild clematis (syn. traveller's joy) Clematis vitalba 
orchardgrass Dactylis glomerata 
Daphne-laurel Daphne laureola 
wild carrot (syn. Queen Anne’s Lace) Daucus carota 
giant hogweed Heracleum mantegazzianum 
orange hawkweed Hieracium aurantiacum 
velvetgrass Holcus lanatus 
common hop Humulus lupulus 
small touch-me-not Impatiens parviflora 
parrotweed (syn. parrotfeather) Myriophyllum aquaticum 
Himalayan knotweed Polygonum polystachyum 
cherry-laurel Prunus laurocerasus 
tansy ragwort Senecio jacobaea 
European mountain-ash Sorbus aucuparia 
English cordgrass (syn. common cordgrass) Spartina anglica 
gorse Ulex europaeus 
common periwinkle (syn. vinca) Vinca minor 

 
Future invasive plants  have yet to invade the region, or are very rare, but their climatic and habitat preferences, 
current range expansion, and invasive qualities make them likely invaders to the region in the future. Education and 
monitoring of potential invasion pathways is important to preventing new introductions. 
 

garlic mustard Allaria petiolata 
false-brome Brachypodium sylvaticum 
flowering-rush Butomus umbellatus 
yellow starthistle Centaurea solstitialis 
kudzu Pueraria lobata 
carpet burweed Soliva sessilis 
dense-flowered cordgrass Spartina densiflora 
saltmeadow cordgrass Spartina patens 

 
The GVIPC wishes to thank the following contributors to these lists: Jacqueline Shaben, and members of the Science 
& Research Committee, especially Nick Page and Patrick Lilley. 


